Amendment: D6

Representative Whitmire proposes the
following amendment:

SECTION 1 - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Amend

1.48. (SDE: Full Day 4K) Beginning-with-the-current-fiscalyrear-eligible Eligible students residing in

any school district or_attending any charter school authorized by the South Carolina Public Charter
School District or an approved institution of higher education may participate in the South Carolina Early
Reading Development and Education program (CERDEP) pending the availability of space and funding.
Student eligibility as defined by Section 59 156 130 of the 1976 Code is an annual family income of one
hundred eighty five percent or less of the federal poverty guidelines as promulgated annually by the United
States Department of Health and Human Services or a statement of Medicaid eligibility.

A parent or guardian may choose to enroll their child in a public school participating in the program and
approved by the Department of Education pursuant to Section 59 156 210 or in a private provider
participating in the program and approved by the Office of First Steps pursuant to Section 59 156 200. A
private provider includes, but is not limited to, a child care center, a military child care facility regulated by
the United States Department of Defense, or a non profit independent school. State funds appropriated for
the provision of CERDEP services in military child care facilities may not be used to supplant existing
federal child care funds. No school district can be denied participation in CERDEP or be denied CERDEP
funding pursuant to the terms of this provision.

-4K programs in public schools and non profit independent schools
participating in CERDEP are not required to be approved, registered, or licensed by the Department of
Social Services in order to participate in CERDEP. Instead, the Department of Education and the Office of
First Steps are responsible for ensuring that providers deliver high quality educational programs pursuant
to Section 59 156 160.

Public and private providers shall be funded for instructional costs at a minimum rate of $4,800$5,100
per student enrolled. Eligible students enrolling during the school year or withdrawing during the school
year shall be funded on a pro rata basis determined by the length of their enrollment. Private providers
transporting eligible children to and from school shall also be eligible for reimbursement at a minimum of
$5873620 per eligible child transported. First Steps and the Department of Education must provide an
equitable distribution above the minimum between public and private providers. First Steps and the
Department of Education must provide a quarterly report beginning October 1 detailing funding above the
minimum made to any provider to the Governor, the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, and the
Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee. All providers who are reimbursed are required to
retain records as required by their fiscal agent. New providers participating for the first time in the current
fiscal year and enrolling between one and six eligible children shall be eligible to receive up-te at a



minimum of $1,000 per child in materials and equipment funding, with providers enrolling seven or more
such children eligible for funding ret-to-exceed at a minimum of $10,000. The Department of Education
and the Office of First Steps Readiness are authorized to utilize carry forward funds and federal funds to
supplement the amount expended for materials and equipment. Providers receiving equipment funding are
expected to participate in the program and provide high quality, center based programs as defined herein
for a minimum of three years. Failure to participate for three years will require the provider to return a
portion of the equipment allocation at a level determined by the Department of Education and the Office of
First Steps to School Readiness. Funding to providers is contingent upon receipt of data as requested by
the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps. The Department of Education shall only provide
funding for public school students whose complete records have been entered into PowerSchool based on
the one hundred and thirty five day student average daily membership. For the current fiscal year, providers
may enroll pay lunch children who score at or below the twenty fifth national percentile on two of the three
DIAL 3 subscales by July 1 if at least seventy five percent of the total number of children eligible or the
Child Early Reading Development and Education Program in a district or county are projected to be enrolled
in that program, Head Start, or ABC Child Care Program as determined by the Department of Education
and the Office of First Steps, Child Early Reading Development and Education Program. Providers may
receive reimbursement for these children if funds are available. The Department of Education is required
to offer waivers allowing students with disabilities to be served in multi-categorical classroom settings
based on similar cognition and abilities. Funding appropriated for CERDEP may be carried forward and
expended for the same purpose.

Annually, the Department of Education is directed to audit the annual allocations to public providers to
ensure that allocations are accurate and aligned to the appropriate pro rata per student allocation, materials,
and equipment funding. In the event the department, during the audit process determines that the annual
allocations of the prior fiscal year are not accurate, the department must adjust the allocations for the current
fiscal year to account for the audit findings. The department must provide the results of the annual audit
findings to the General Assembly no later than December first. Likewise, in the event the Office of First
Steps determines that the annual allocations of the prior fiscal year to private providers are not accurate, the
Office of First Steps must adjust the allocations for the current fiscal year to account for the findings.

Of the funds appropriated, $300,000 shall be allocated to the Education Oversight Committee to conduct
an annual evaluation of the South Carolina Child Development Education Pilot Program and to issue
findings in a report to the General Assembly by March first of each year. To aid in this evaluation, the
Education Oversight Committee shall determine the data necessary and both public and private providers
are required to submit the necessary data as a condition of continued participation in and funding of the
program. This data shall include developmentally appropriate measures of student progress. Additionally,
the Department of Education shall issue a unique student identifier for each child receiving services from a
private provider. The Department of Education shall be responsible for the collection and maintenance of
data on the public state funded full day and half day four year old kindergarten programs. The Office of
First Steps to School Readiness shall be responsible for the collection and maintenance of data on the state
funded programs provided through private providers. The Education Oversight Committee shall use this
data and all other collected and maintained data necessary to conduct a research based review of the
program’s implementation and assessment of student success in the early elementary grades along with
information, recommendations, and a timeline for how the state can increase the number of students served
in high quality programs.

from-the-priorfiscalyyearto- CERDBER- For eligible children residing in school districts that do not participate
in CERDEP, the Department of Education is required to develop and implement inter district transfer
policies that give parents or guardians the option of their eligible child attending an out of district school
that participates in CERDEP.



For the current fiscal year, the Office of First Steps may expend: (1) up to $2,000,000 to pilot a program
to provide higher reimbursement rates to high quality ehitd-care-centers providers. The reimbursement rate
for students enrolled by ehild-care providers rated B or higher in the ABC Quality System operated by the
Department of Social Services may be increased by up to 10% of the per student base following guidelines
developed by the Office of First Steps; and (2) up to $166,666250,000 to provide one time supplemental,
needs based incentive grants in an amount not to exceed $30,000 for newly created and/or newly approved
private providers proposing to expand service to ten or more CERDEP eligible children in communities
unable to enroll all eligible students in a public, private, or Head Start setting during the prior fiscal year.
These grants are designed to address building renovations, documented as necessary to bring proposed
classrooms into compliance with licensing regulations, materials and staffing costs, and/or other obstacles
currently preventing their participation in the program. The First Steps Board of Trustees shall develop and
approve an application process that incorporates formal review and fiscal safeguards designed to ensure
grant funds are used solely to address documented barriers to program participation. Providers receiving
this one time supplement shall be expected to participate in the program and provide high quality, center
based programs as defined herein for a minimum of three years. Failure to participate for three years shall
require the provider to return a portion of the supplemental allocation at a level determined by the Office
of First Steps to School Readiness. First Steps shall submit a report detailing its process, expenditures and
expanded enrollment to the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Chairman of the

If by August flrst the Department of Educatlon or the Ofﬂce of Flrst Steps determmes that approprlatlons
will exceed expenditures, available funds may be used to fund an extended program and to increase the
length of the program to a maximum of eight and a half hours per day or two hundred and twenty days per
year or to fund summer programs. If a district chooses to fund summer enrollment, the program funding
shall conform to the funding in this act for full year programs; however, it shall be reduced on a pro rata
basis to conform with the length of the program. A summer program shall be no more than eight and a half
hours per day and shall be not more than ten weeks in length. The per pupil allocation and classroom grant
must conform with the appropriated amount contained in this act and end of year adjustments shall be based
on the one hundred and thirty five day student average daily membership or later student average daily
membership for districts choosing to extend the program past one hundred and eighty days. Funds may
also be used to provide parent engagement, professional development and quality evaluations of programs.
No later than April first, the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps shall report to the
Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee
on the expenditure of these funds to include the following information: the amount of money used and
specific steps and measures taken to enhance the quality of the 4K program and the amount of money used
for professional development as well as the types of professional development offered and the number of
participants. The Office of First Steps is directed to determine if the provision of extended programs in
private centers improves the ability of parents to enter the workforce or to pursue postsecondary training or
industry credentials.

On or before November 15, the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps shall share data
that identifies the total number of children enrolled in CERDEP in both public and private providers. If
available appropriations exceed the instructional costs of serving children enrolled in the program and if a
waiting list of eligible children can be documented by the Department of Education and by the Office of
First Steps, then the Executive Budget Office may authorize the transfer of funds between the Department
of Education and the Office of First Steps.



The Office of First Steps and the Department of Education shall collaborate with the South Carolina
Head Start State Collaboration Office to inform parents of all publicly funded full day 4K programs
including Head Start by participating in PalmettoPreK and First5SC.




